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Interior Kitchen Remodel
The owners of this kitchen are gourmet cooks 
and gracious hosts. They wanted a kitchen perfect 
for entertaining and an open space ideal for 
family gatherings. There are elegant furnishings 
throughout their home, and in the kitchen, a bold 
statement is made with a custom copper range 
hood anchored on a full height backsplash of glass 
tile made from recycled glass bottles, a modern 
interpretation of the classic subway tile pattern. 
Flanking the hood are wood-accented upper 
cabinets with seed glass inserts and painted base 
cabinets creating a symmetrical elevation.  

Pyramid Builders
Custom Remodel
The homeowner’s vision for this whole house 
remodel, designed by architect Scarlett Breeding of 
Alt Breeding Schwarz Architects, was to transform 
the old home’s dated and inefficient layout into a 
spacious showcase. The original home, formerly 
owned by a high-ranking government official, 
is sited on the edge of a steep valley in a quiet 
neighborhood in downtown Washington, D.C. A 
three-story addition was added that complements 
the existing architectural vernacular. Expanding 
the stone faced rear terrace allowed living spaces 
to flow easily to the outside spaces. The challenges 
of the project were many. Limited access to the 
rear yard and extreme slopes made materials, 
equipment delivery, and extensive landscaping 
difficult. Creative solutions included building 
temporary retaining walls and access ways, and 
using an arborist to help build the foundation 
around the roots of a large tree.   
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